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Gallatin River Ranch Homeowners’ Association
3200 Nixon Gulch Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

February 11, 2004
Ms. Shelley Vance
Clerk and Recorder
311 West Main Street
Bozeman, MT 59715

Re: Petition to Abandon Section of
Nixon Guilch Road

Dear Ms. Vance:

When filing the petition to abandon the portion of Nixon Gulch Road within Gallatin River Road
I neglected to advise you that if there are questions about any aspect of the petition or the County
requires any assistance from the petitioners in processing the petition such questions or requests
should be directed to me. I can be reached at 284-9952.
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e - (APPENDIX A)
o TO: THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, GALLATIN COUNTY, MONTANA
COEE NOW the undersigned freeholders of the road district of
Gallatin County, Montana, and petition this board pursuant to
Section 7-14-2601, MCA, to abandon a county road located in
Gallatin County, Montana and represent as follows:
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Except for the following Ilandowners the landouner:
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Addendum to ltem 8: Reasons For Abandonment

The right of way for Nixon Gulch Road within the confines of Gallatin River Ranch (hereafter the
“ROW?”) is nothing but a liability for the County, its existence is contrary to the County Growth
Policy, and it is a needless source of danger to the residents of the Ranch (hereafter “GRR”) , the
wildlife on the Ranch, and the environment. This approximately 100 year old right of way was never
improved by the County from the wagon path it was, accesses no public lands, and is not used or
useful as a regular means of travel except by residents within the GRR community along its lower
half, which has been improved to a degree by the developers of GRR. The northern portion of the
roadway within Gallatin River Ranch is all but impassable and no one uses it as a means of access
to private land outside the Ranch.(See the Affidavit of Jeffrey Gates, Ranch Manager and Chief of
Security attached as Appendix 2) The hill country dry grazing lands to the north of Gallatin River
Ranch are served by three County roads that intersect and span that area from Logan to Belgrade.
They are Cottonwood (a/k/a Cottonwood/Horseshoe), the northern portion of Nixon Gulch and
Skinner Roads. The County does perform maintenance on this three road loop. The northern
portion of Nixon Gulch in this loop is not the subject of this petition. Only the right of way within
GRR is the subject of this petition.

Most of this right of way was established by Petition 266 in 1906 and is a 60 foot right of way which
closely tracks the bottom of Nixon Gulch from the Gallatin River to the corner of Nixon Gulch Road
and Reservoir Cut Off Road (see GRR road map in Appendix 3 , at which point it leaves the Gulch
and climbs two steep hills (11% and 12% grades) before plateauing and continuing its serpentine
path to the northern border of the Ranch. As partially depicted on the County Road Department’s
right of way/road map in Appendix 1, the right of way has many turns as it snakes up the Guich,
sharing the bottom of the Guich with a seasonal drainage stream bed. There are 18 turns in the
roadway in its first 1 % miles inside the Ranch. A road meeting the County’s minimum width
and side slope standards cannot be accommodated within the right of way without massive
blasting, filling and both artificial channeling and bridging of the seasonal drainage. The
County’s turn radius standards ¢cannot be met for many turns within the ROW. At many
points the Gulch, including its seasonal drainage channel, is significantly less than 60 feet wide.
A rapid snow melt last winter produced a multi-day torrent in the drainage that blew out culverts and
the roadbed itself at several points in Nixon Gulch. A substantial area north of GRR drains naturally
into Nixon Gulch and the run off spills into the Gallatin River at the front of the Ranch.,

Given the scrpentine nature of the right of way, no matter how a road was placed within the
right of way, the road would have 8 hairpin turns’, one of which would be at the bottom of a
steep grade ( 11 percent) of roughly .25 miles in length. That hairpin immediately follows a
80 degree bend on the steep hillside (see photograph 13 in Appendix 3). On the approaches to
those hairpins, and in other canyon areas along the right of way, stopping sight distances on

' Two of those hairpins are in the portion of the right of way that the developers did not
use for their Nixon Guich Road, just north of the Equestrian Center where the right of way hugs a
steep rock wall known as Castie Rock (See photos 22-28 in Appendix 3).
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such a road would be frequently 50 feet or less, even with massive regrading within the right
of way. The efforts required to produce this substandard, unsafe road would also destroy
much of the natural beauty of Nixon Gulch, greatly impair the drainage and accelerate run-
off, and impair the wildlife habitat of the 5800 acre Ranch.

A map and photographs taken along the right of way, number-keyed to the map, are attached in
Appendix 3. Many photographs illustrate the unsuitable nature of the ROW for future road
development. For example, photograph 37 shows a hairpin turn approximately 2/10th of a mile
north of the Gallatin River. Photographs 33 and 34 shows a second hairpin approximately 3/10ths
of a mile north of the Gallatin River. Photographs 31 and 32 shows a third hairpin turn
approximately 8/10ths of a mile north of the Gallatin River, which is immediately followed by
another hairpin turn (see photograph 36). After four more substantial turns in 3/10ths of a mile there
is another hairpin curve (see photograph 30). There are 18 major turns in the mile and a half
between the bridge onto the Ranch and its Equestrian Center. Photograph 20 shows a point
where the Gulch’s steep canyon walls are less than 43 feet apart, just as the Gulch bends sharply to
the right as you head north on the ROW (see overhead photograph 18). Photograph 39 depicts the
one lane Nixon Bridge crossing the Gallatin River directly into a steep rock bluff, with the total
roadway of approximately 20 feet in width hugging the cliff wall on the river bank.

In short, given the topography of Nixon Gulch, the right of way could never be developed as a safe
road either for agricultural equipment or general public conveyance and it could not be developed
at reasonable cost. There is no public purpose currently served by the right of way, as is
demonstrated by the fact that the County has never developed or maintained it. Because of the
antiquated layout of this right of way, it has no future value to the County, since it could never be
developed as a safe and adequate feeder road in the County system in the event that the land to the
north of GRR were to experience traffic-producing development. Should such development occur
in that area, the Cottonwood, upper Nixon Gulch and Skinner rights-of-way will allow far safer road
development, at far more reasonable cost, since they are relatively flat, have long sight-lines and are
practically devoid of any rock ledge within their rights-of-way. Today that loop is being seasonally
maintained by the County, with Skinner Road getting more regular maintenance, and that loop has
apparently been meeting the current access needs of property owners to the north of GRR.

The Gallatin River Ranch Homeowners Association’s reasons for wanting the abandonment are three
fold. First, as long as Nixon Gulch within the Ranch is within County jurisdiction, we, as a
community, cannot establish safety standards and traffic flow patterns for the road. Much of the
lower section of this road, even as improved by the Ranch, cannot be safely traveled at more than
15 miles an hour. The County has posted no speed limit on this section of Nixon Gulch and there
is no County enforcement presence on the road. An example of traffic flow considerations are those
times when public equestrian clinics and events are held at the Equestrian Center of the Ranch. The
Equestrian Center is 1.5 miles up Nixon Guich, and three to six horse trailers enter and leave the
Ranch by Nixon Gulch on event days. At such times a desirable safety measure would be to turn
Nixon Gulch into a one way in for the morning and a one way out in the afternoon. We cannot
lawfully do that on a County right of way.
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The second reason for seeking the abandonment is that the existence of this old right of way has been
used as a justification for and means of entry onto Gallatin River Ranch by poachers, thieves and
malicious mischief makers. Sec the detail provided in the affidavit of the Ranch’s Security Chief,
Jeffrey Gates (Appendix 2). These poachers and mischief makers leave the right of way to trespass
both on the private road system in the Ranch and off road, doing damage with trucks, SUVs and
ATVs to the fragile high-desert hillsides (see photographs 40 and 41 in Appendix 3). The poachers
are discharging high powered rifles irresponsibly within a residential community. Both categories
of trespassers also litter the Ranch. We ask the County to abandon the right of way as a preliminary
step to allowing the Gallatin River Homeowners Association to take steps to limit these forms of
trespassing, the dangers they pose and the damage they do.

The third reason for this petition is the desire of the residents and property owners within GRR to
preserve important wildlife habitat on the Ranch. Over forty percent of the Ranch’s 5900 acres are
dedicated open space, and most of the land on both sides of the ROW is so dedicated. Birds of prey
nest and raise there young in the Gulch. Animal trails frequented by deer and antelope cross the
Gulch at numerous points, and the Gulch is an important seasonal grazing area for them. It is, in
short, animal habitat worth preserving. (See Photos 43 and 44 in Appendix 3)

Placing a County road through Nixon Gulch would be contrary to the County’s Growth Policy, not
only because of the Policy’s goal of preserving habitat, but its goals of protecting water quality and
discouraging sprawl and leapfrog development. Such a County road would both accelerate and
contaminate run off into the Gallatin River, while inviting development in the hill country to the
north. Development in this area of the County should be encouraged as infill development
immediately to the north of Manhattan town line, as promoted by Manhattan’s own development
studies. Sound planning, responsible fiscal policy, public safety and engineering and environmental
considerations all point to the abandonment of this segment of Nixon Gulch Road as the right
decision.



Petition to Abandon a Portion of Nixon Gulch Road
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Addendum to Quiestion 7
Pa:celownersmGaﬂahnvaerRanchwhndonotownlandmnnedmtely adjacent to the road,

but who could be affected by the abandonment of the road (asterisk = petition signatory):

@av £d & Jennifer Abbof

471 High Meadow Road
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3K Tom 3 Sharon Andrews
451 High Meadow Road
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Dave & Sande Baam
One Anharn Way
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Dir. Marc & Kim Bloom
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550 Lockabout Lane,
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Dina Cale & Lisa Atfarbeny

2444 N Shellied]
Chicann B G0GTA

Chaslavoix M 49720

Bav & Mary Barge
‘ 2034 Tesiow Dr.
Bozeman MT SO715

21 Cotmiry Lile Acres
St Lois MO 83131

Stephen & Suzee Branch
PO Bax 1172
Manhetton MT 59741

10822 Conmichael Road
Knuodile TH 27832

Susan Eckent
mwm
Bozowem MY S0T15

3} Dale & Diarswa Felwenbach
421 Trap Line Lage
Chenbrassen MN 55317

65 Soundview Dive
Montauk NY 11854

‘Lany & Janat Haldeman
304 Lost Creek Drive
Kennesaw GA 30152

Elizabeth Hanna
25353 Flanders Diive
Camsi GA 93523

¥ John & Eleanor Hatem
PO.Bw7/8
Manhation MT S5741

¥ Steve & Carol Hodgson
8933 E. Pimacle Pt
Omnge CA 92869

* maﬁamm <+ Fomrest & Sue Humer
4725 Miltrook Drive, N.W.

Aflanta GA 03273548

K Jennipher Kidy

4218 N. Chioyarms Sireat

Tacoms WA 88407

7%~ Bemant & Sandy Latentro
412 Humfing Gard Lane
Glan MilsPA 19342

Jorge & Cookie Gonzaslar
288 Windddge Drive
Brunswick GA 31520

Tim & Cindy Gizel
* 1315 Cluistopher Gist St.
New Brighton PA. 15065

Guy Feager & Cannle Halt
32 Hurder Ranch Road
EmaWA 98541

Aun Hare
P.O. Box 138
Woodstock CT 0B2B1
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Charfes & Carol James
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Lomox BG VEM-3RT



66 Sondview Drive

@ Montauk NY 11954

- Nelson Becker & Alex Hamiflon

1137 Pacho Rd.
Beigrade MT 59714

Lisa & Damon Hamelf

2053 Serendipity Way
Schwenksvile PA 10473

sk Mitch & Janice Hobish

P.0. Box 632
' Manhaitan MT 59741

Zan & Doug Hosey '
1052 Boylan Road
Bozeman MT 59715

i

{7 Kathieen & Rick Johnson

3708 Otsney Drive
St Charles MO 63303

Ronaid & Nostene Koch
8782 Gray Fox Dr.
Evergreon CO 80439

* Harold & Linda Lee

1333 Debbs Lane
Chescpeake VA 23320

2K Michael Libster

3200 Nixon Gulch
Manhatian MT 59741

Jeffray & Gloria Love
191Wa|bmr_|nhRnad
Ceontral CT 20830

- Gary & Beverly MacMitan

50 Rockhaven Rd.
Manhatian MT 59741

Ken Moll
4652 Torida Way
Yorba Linda CA 92886

Paul & Alexandra Mulier
19325 Waterfiord Place
Sharewood MN 55331

Cathy O'Connor
626 Prospect Trail
Bozeman MT 59718

4 Mathew Pease
. 21 Madison Ave.

Demarest NJ 07627

Bob Ramsey
2880 E. Live Oak Cir.
HoBaday UT 84117

Joe Robb
PO Bax 6485 90°

Avon-CO-81620
ManhotiogMT 5974

Douglas & Kathryn Moriarly
P.O. Box 168
Manhattan MT 59741

David & Deborah Nice
4571 Ware Greak Road
Willamsburg VA 23188

Mark & Mary Nanis Kim & Michele Pansegrau
640 Amsricas Cup Cove 994 Westirereood-Frait
Alpharefta GA 30005 Verona W1 53593
A 2296 Saracn W4

% Denmy Brown & Ann Ogleshy David & Janemarie Poimanteer
4259 Laredo Place £0 Box 1251
Bings MT 59106 Santa Cruz CA 95061

5% Joe & Bonnie Raymond
1203 North Spruce 7K~ Ray & Mara Rigel
Bozaeman MT 53715 21926 Maploton Court

Ashbum VA 20148

Bobbie G. & E. Donaid Roberts

¥ -9k Bany & Judy Rase
215 West Cowan
Houston TX 77007

Baton Rouge LA 78ete-~ 70307
1092% Shorcling BY.

3K Nels and Teri Sanddal

¥ Carlos & Elena Roubicek
P.O. Box 1268
Marco Island FL. 34146

F-Dr. Tom & Bathara Mack
169 marvin Ave.
Los Altos CA 94022

Ronald and Gail Matheson
22424 Poplar 5t
Murrsta GA 82562

113 Lay Pass David & Judith Schiaht

Manhatten MT 59741 1117 4th Aventse South
Famgo ND 58103

my&cmym Gary Cates & Susan Shapbo

22065 Forest Ridge Drive 777 1st Strect # 516

Lakevilie MN 55044 Gilroy CA 95020

Charles & Kathleen McBride John & Marcia Spiess

1421 Oakdale Road, Ste#2 P.0.Box485

Modasto CGA 95355

Roger Meifink

18425-B Soledad Canyon #351

Canyon Country GA 91351

JoAnn Mulcahy
PO Box 8528
Shetidan WY 82801

Manhatian MT 59741

Art & Suzi Thompson
ANS0W. Graf SL 9
Bozeman MT 58715

Kenneth & Mary Ellen Vidar
1 Meoken Ranch Rd
Manhattan MT 59741



J Jue & Ciidy Watkowski

Praciot

240 Sixth Avenue
Salt Laka City UT 84103

Steven & Kamn Schrefer
2918 E. Princeton Ave
Eau Claie W1 54703

Charles & Marie Stuz
An Den Buchen 3
Dusseldorf GE...

PO Box 8526
Sheyidan WY 82801

Lany & Glenda Walker
8500 Doval Ct. _
East Flower Muond TX 75022

225 Horse Thief Tral
Manhattan MT 58741

Jim & Kim Steiner
26945 Berkshire Lane

San Juan Caplstrano CA 92675

¥ Greg Vidmar

£ Steve HodgsonWiliam Dewing

2210 Wails Lana
Bozeman MT 59718

Dennis Woods
3147 Progress Circle
Mira Loma CA 91752

D & H Buikding
1322 Beli Ave. Ste. # 1-F
Tustn CA 02780

Rick & Lynn Scully
PO Box 3764

Rancho Sanfe Fe CA 82067

* Tracey Spoar

i
W‘

O Box 861
Manhattan MT 59741

90 North Market
Chariston 5C 29401

4 James F. Normandin
Metvortal Medical Center Foundation :
P.O. Bax 1428 i
Long Beach CA 80801

 Alex Fox i
P.0.Box 347 !
Gollatm G—a.hmoa»‘,wrrm.rw

*® Willcant A.Feldner
Karna. A. Feldner ?
20219 Toth BMenve SE
Snohafntsh,wﬁ ?82?(0



PLEASE MAIL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING AND VIEWERS REPORT TO
NAMES LISTED BELOW IN ADDITION TO NAMES LISTED IN PETITION
(These people gave public comment during receipt of petition on 2-10-04)

Monte Cooper
1406 Bear Canyon Road
Bozeman, MT 59715

Joe Gutkoski
304 N 180
Bozeman, MT 59715

Glen Hawkin
745 Doane Road
Bozeman, MT 59718

Gallatin Wildlife Association
P.O. Box 5276
Bozeman, MT 59717

Debra Anderson
2020 Charlotte Street
Bozeman, MT 59718

Cindy Younkin
c/o Moore Law Firm
P.0O. Box 1288
Bozeman, MT 59771

Bruce Rich

Fish, Wildlife & Parks
1400 South 19 Ave.
Bozeman, MT 59715
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We support the abandonment of Nixon Gulich Road within GRR ‘.4
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N We support the abandonment of Nixon Gulch Road within GRR
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We support the abandonment of Nixon Gulch Road within GRR
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We support the abandonment of Nixon Gulch Road within GRR
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We support the abandonment of Nixon Gulch Road within GRR
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1 North Entrance Looking South

¥

3 North Entrance Hillside Wall From Drainage 4 Longer View of North Hillside
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5 North View First Hairpin 6 West View First Hairpin

7 South View After First Hairpin 8 South View Approaching Drainage Crossing



9 South View North Hilltop

11 Midgrade Travertine Hill Looking South 12 Bottom of Travertine Looking North
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13 Wide Angle Travertine Hairpin Looking North

14 Wide Angle Travertine Looking North and Gulch Drainage Crossing




17 Overhead View Turn Into Canyon 18 Overhead View Southern Turn in Canyon



19 Turn South Out of Canyon 20 Canyon Southern Turn Choke Point

21 Approach to Castle Rock Divergence 22 North End Castle Rock Divergence



23 On Castle Rock ROW Section 24 On Castle Rock ROW Section

25 On Castle Rock ROW Section 26 On Castle Rock ROW Section



27 View from Southwest Castle Rock ROW 28 View North Onto Castle Rock Divergence

29 View South From "5 Corners" 30 Hairpin South of "5 Corners"



31 Hairpin at Overland Trail Corner 32 Second View of Hairpin in 31

33 Hairpin 3/10th Mile Inside Ranch 34 View of Hairpin in 33 Looking North



36 From Overland Trail Hairpin North
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37 Overview of Turn to South of Hairpin in 33

38 View of Cliff and 80 Degree Turn To Bridge



40 View of Hillside Off-roading at Overland Trail
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41 Poachers' Off Road Truck Trail Northend

42 | ooking Southeast Over Nixon Gulch North of Ranch Rear Entrance
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43 Deer Along Lower Nixon Gulch in Ranch
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44 Deer Along Lower Nixon Gulch in Ranch



CHECKLIST OF PROCEDURES FOR ROAD PETITIONS

Original signed petition must be submitted to the Clerk and Recorder along with a map showing the area of the
road under consideration. Stamp the date received on the petition. Get name and phone number of contact

person for questions. .
NAME &//\, Mac o PHONE _A¥Y - 3200

1) Determine if there are sufficient qualified signatures.
2) Check list of adjacent landowners for completeness.

3) Complete “Report of Qualified Signatures”.
v /4) Schedule petition on Commissioner’s agenda. DATE:__2~ (0 -~ O
5) I\./I;ke copies of petition and report. Forward to:
County Attorney (attach note of date on Commissioner’s agenda)

v/ County Road Superintendent (attach note of date on Commissioner’s agenda)
County Commission (3 copies)

6) Commissioners receive petition and assign viewing committee.

v
Y, 7) Assign Road Petition Number. #m

v 8) a) Type rcgular mail envelopes for:
All landowners named on the petition

¥ All signers on the petition
¥ _All individuals named in the petition who could be affected
The postmaster of the area
The Public Lands Access Association
b) Type and prepare certified mail envelopes for:
All owners of land abutting the road
All individuals named in the petition who could be affected
The postmaster of the area
The Public Lands Access Association

v~ 10) Schedule public hearing on Commissioner’s agenda and prepare notice. DAT
v~ _11) Publish public hearing notice one time. DATE__ 4 l U!ol}

i 9) Viewing committee completes road report.
E_4 |go l of

12) Send a copy of the viewing committee report and public hearing notice to the following:
Persons listed in #8a
v’ County Road Superintendent
County Attorney
County Commissioners (3 copies)

L 13) Prepare affidavit of mailing for petition file (regarding the viewers report).
¥ 14) Commissioners hold public hearing to grant or deny petition.
15) County Attorney drafis resolution for Commissioners to consider at next public hearing.
16) Commissioners pass resolution
17) Within 10 days of passage of resolution send copies of resolution to all persons listed in #8b (BY
CERTIFIED MAIL)
18) Type affidavit of mailing for petition file (regarding the boards decision).
19) If the petition is granted, a certified copy of the resolution must be recorded.



State of Montana

Bozeman

CERTIFICATE OF THE COUNTY CLERK AND RECORDER
RELATING TO
QUALIFICATIONS OF THE SIGNERS

Statement of Purpose: Petition to abandon a portion of Nixon Gulch Road.

Legal Description: That portion of Nixon Gulch Road commencing on the northern bank of the Gallatin
River to the northern border of Gallatin River Ranch where the right of way
intersects the southern lot line, southeast corner of lot 6 on COS 1686 A, as more
particularly described on Road Petitions 266 and 493, located in Sections 11, 12,
14, 23, 26 and 27, Township 2 North, Range 3 East, P.M.M. Gallatin County,
Montana.

‘ STATE OF MONTANA )
)ss
COUNTY OF GALLATIN)

I, Shelley Vance, do hereby certify that I am the qualified and acting County Clerk and Recorder for
Gallatin County, State of Montana; that I have examined the petition to which this certificate is attached,
and that pursuant to Section 7-14-2601 M.C.A. 2003, it contains the signatures of at least 10 qualified
freeholders in Gallatin County.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed the scal of my office at
Bozeman, the County Seat of Gallatin County, State of Montana, this 30™ day of January, 2004, A.D.

Shelley Vance %

Clerk and Recorder
Gallatin County, Montana




Bozeman

March 25, 2004

Board of County Commissioners
Gallatin County Courthouse
Bozeman, MT 59715

RE: abandonment of a portion of Nixon Gulch Road located in Sections 11, 12, 14, 23,
26, and 27, Township 2 North, Range 3 East, P.M.M. Gallatin County, Montana.

Dear Board,

According to 7-14-2603 M.C.A., the Board of County Commissioners shall cause an
investigation to be made of the feasibility, desirability, and cost of granting the prayer-of

the petition. The investigation shall be sufficient to properly determine the merits or
demerits of the petition. The undersigned viewed the area described in Road Petition No B
817 on March 10, 2004.

The portion of Nixon Gulch Road listed in the petition to be abandoned is between 3 and
4 miles in length and is located approximately 2 1/2 miles north of the southern portion of
Nixon Gulch Road and approximately 4 miles south of the northern portion of Nixon
Gulch Road. Tt is completely within the boundaries of Gallatin River Ranch.

Gallatin River Ranch is an un-reviewed, de facto subdivision consisting of approximately
300 twenty-acre tracts. Gallatin County Commissions have historically required roads to

welfare. The Commission needs to determme if it is in the public interest, feasible, and
desirable to grant the petition.

State land sections are located approximately 1.5 miles to the west in Section16,
Township 2 North, Range 3 East, and approximately 1 5 miles to the north in Section 36,
Township 3 North, Range 3 East.

Upon entering Gallatin River Ranch (from Manhattan) we observed the following:
» A welcome visitors sign/archway has been erected over the road at the entrance to
Gallatin River Ranch.
¢ Speed bumps have been installed on the roadway.



Side roads off of Nixon Gulch Road are signed and labeled private.
A road has been constructed commencing from Gallatin River Ranch entrance
and ending at the roads’ intersection with Reservoir Road. It generally follows
the original county-petitioned road, with remnants of the old road remaining
adjacent to the creek bottom. The first two miles of this road are wide enough for
2 cars. Then the road begins to narrow and there is less pit run on the road
surface. The road has been improved to an all weather surface.

o Approximately 3 miles from the entrance and continuing on for approximately %2
mile we observed 3 newly installed culverts.

¢ From the intersection of this road and Reservoir Road to the north boundary of
Gallatin River Ranch, the road is unimproved, one lane, contains extremely steep
slopes, and is impassible when wet.

The portion of Nixon Gulch Road lying within Gallatin River Ranch does not directly
access any public lands.

It appears that no property owners outside of Gallatin River Ranch would become land-
locked by this abandonment.

Respectfully submitted,

SR Mter S

Bill Murdock, County Commissioner

Shelley Vance, Cle
Recorder/Surveyo



Bozeman

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Gallatin County Commissioners will conduct a
public hearing on April 20, 2004, at 9:00 A.M., in the Community Room, 311 W. Main,
Bozeman, Montana. Public opinion shall be heard regarding a petition to abandon a portion of
Nixon Gulch Road located in Sections 11, 12, 14, 23, 26 and 27, Township 2 North, Range 3
East, P.M.M Gallatin County, Montana. All interested parties are encouraged to attend.

Further information may be obtained from Gallatin County Commissioners John Vincent, Bill
Murdock, or Jennifer Smith Mitchell, at 311 W. Main, Room 306, Bozeman, Montana 59715,
telephone 582-3000.

Dated this 5™ day of April 2004.

Shelley Vance
Clerk and Recorder
Gallatin County, Montana

Please publish: April 11, 2004
Please Bill: Clerk & Recorder
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Clerk and Recorder
- Gallatin-County,

. Montana
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State of Montana

Bozeman

AFFIDAVIT OF MAILING

STATE OF MONTANA )
)ss
COUNTY OF GALLATIN)

SHELLEY VANCE, BEING FIRST DULY SWORN ON OATH, deposes and
says:

That she is the duly elected, qualified and acting County Clerk and Recorder of
Gallatin County, Montana.

I hereby certify that copies of the notice of public hearing and viewing
committee report of a petition to abandon a portion of Nixon Gulch Road located
in Sections 11, 12, 14, 23, 26 and 27, Township 2 North, Range 3 East, P.M.M
Gallatin County, Montana, petitioned in Road Petition #817 was mailed regular
mail to the following on April 7, 2004:

1. STEPHEN & SUZANNE DUGGAN, 11 BROOK STREET PLYMPTON, MA 02367
2. THOMAS & PHYLLIS TRACY, 26862 PASEO CARDERO SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO, CA 92765
3. CYNTHIA & MICHAEL GARRITY, PO BOX 1030 MANHATTAN, MT 59741
4. HEATHER & BRIAN BECKETT, JOSEPH P. ROBB, 415 DOUBLE D LANE MANHATTAN, MT 59741
5. MARY & ROBERT DYER, PO BOX 300 MANHATTAN, MT 59741
6. CONNIE SCHNICKE, PO BOX 987 MANHATTAN, MT 59741
7. RICHARD ANDERSON, 3901 NIXON GULCH ROAD MANHATTAN, MT 59741
8. SUSAN PIECHOWSKI AND JOHN ANDREWS, 4519 CHOCTAW TRAIL GREEN BAY, W1 54313
9. MICKEY & WENDY LESSLEY, 1312 COBB HILL ROAD BOZEMAN, MT 59718
10. SUSAN & RICHARD FRAZIER, 4421 NIXON GULCH ROAD MANHATTAN, MT 59741
11. ALEX MeDERMONT, 76 CLIFFVIEW ROAD MANHATTAN, MT 59741
12. ROBERT & ESTELLA HALASA, 515 DENISE DRIVE PHILADELPHIA, PA 19116
13. GAINES & ELISABETH McFADDEN, 311 McIVER ROAD GREAT FALLS, MT 59404
14. HILL COUNTRY INC., MEKEN CORP, YIDAR COMPANIES
and AMERIMONT, PO BOX 899 MANNHATTAN, MT 59741 -
15. DIANE & HUGH LEWIS, MEKEN CORP., 2043 SILENT SPRING DRIVE MARYLAND HEIGHTS, MD 63043
16. WILLIAM & KARNA FELDNER, 20219 76TH AVE SE SNOHOMISH, WA 98296
17. ALEX & CHRISTINE FOX, PO BOX 347 GALLATIN GATEWAY, MT 59730
18. ED & JENNIFER ABBOTT, 471 HIGH MEADOW ROAD MANHATTAN, MT 59741
19. DOUG & JAQUIE BOWEN, 3530 19TH ST LANE GREELEY, CO 80634
20. JANE BURKHALTER, 10822 CARMICHAEL ROAD KNOXVILLE, TN 27932
21. BERNARD & SANDY LAHENDRO, 412 HUNTING CARD LANE GLEN MILLS, PA 19342
22. TOM & SHARON ANDREWS, 461 HIGH MEADOW ROAD MANHATTAN, MT 59741
23. JACK & DONNA BROGAN, 500 HORSESHOE GULCH MANHATTAN, MT 59741
24, SUSAN ECKERT, 15033 KELLY CANYON ROAD BOZEMAN, MT 59715
25. JORGE & COOKIE GONZALEZ, 288 WINDRIDGE DRIVE BRUNSWICK, GA 31520
26. DAVE & SANDE BAUM, ONE AUTUMN WAY CHAPPAQUA, NY 10514




27. CHERYL CRANDALL, 824 ELLWOOD AVE ORLANDQ, FL 32804
28. DALE & DIANNA FEHRENBACH, 421 TRAP LINE LANE CHANHASSEN, MN 55317
29. TIM & CINDY GIZELKA, 1315 CHRISTOPHER GIST ST NEW BRIGHTON, PA 15066
30. DR. MARC & KIM BLOOM, 8§ HOMESTEAD ROAD KINTNERSVILLE, PA 18930
31. ANDREW & KATHRYN DUNCANSON, 2472 PARKVIEW DRIVE HAMEL, MN 55340-9764
32. LARRY & STEPHANIE GREENBAUM, 66 SOUNDVIEW DRIVE MONTAUK, NY 11954
33. GUY FEAGER & CONNIE HALL, 32 HUNTER RANCH ROAD ELMA, WA 98541
34. STAN & KAREN BRASHEARS, 119 HAWKINS CIRCLE WHEATON, IL 60187
35. BILL & DEBBIE EBELING, 25 EVERETT AVE WINCHESTER, MA 1890
36. LARRY & JANET HALDEMAN, 304 LOST CREEK DRIVE KENNESAW, GA 30152
37. ANN HARE, PO BOX 138 WOODSTOCK, CT 6281
38. BILL & LINDA COOPER, 552 MOSSY ROCK LANE MANHATTAN, MT 59741
,39. DR. TOM ESPOSITO, 2409 PRESCOTT LANE WESTCHESTER, IL 60154
40. ELIZABETH HANNA, 25363 FLANDERS DRIVE CARMEL, CA 93923
41. RICK HEGENBERGER, 171 CHURCH ST #270 CHARLESTON, 5C 29401
42. CATHERINE DUNCAN, PO BOX 2764 RUIDOSO, NM 88355
43. STEPHEN & MEG ANDREAE, 701 SOUTH BRIDGE STREET CHARLEVOIX, MI 49720
44, JOHN & ELEANOR HATEM, PO BOX 779 MANHATTAN, MT 59741
45. ELISE SMITH HOEFER, 33 COLLEGE PARK DAVIS, CA 95616
46. DOUG & DARLA EAST, 112 GOLDEN TROUT WAY BOZEMAN, MT 59718
47. BEV & MARY BARGE, 3034 TESLOW DRIVE BOZEMAN, MT 59715
48. STEVE & CAROL HODGSON, 6933 E PINNACLE PT ORANGE, CA 92869
49. CHARLES & CAROL JAMES, 10335 N PORT WASHINGTON PL MAQUON, WI 53092
50. HERBERT & PENNY EIGHMY, 550 LOOKABOUT LANE MANNHATAN, MT 59741
51. DR. JAMES & BARBARA BENECKE, 21 COUNTRY LIFE ACRES ST LOUIS, MO 63131
52. FORREST & SUE HUNTER, 4725 MILLBROOK DRIVE, NW ATLANTA, GA 30327-3548
53, JUSTIN KIRBY, 1608 32ND AVE SEATTLE, WA 98122
54, DINA CALE & LISA ATTERBERRY, 2444 N SHEFFIELD CHICAGO, IL 60614
55. STEPHEN & SUZEE BRANCH, PO BOX 1172 MANHATTAN, MT 59741
56. JENNIPHER KIRBY, 4218 N CHEYENNE STREET TACOMA, WA 98407
57. JAY & SHERRI LEDOUX, 1021 KINGSLEY LOMOX, BC V9M-3R7 CANADA
58. JAMES GREENBAUM, 66 SONDYIEW DRIVE MONTAUK, NY 11954
59. GARY & BEVERLY MacMILLAN, 50 ROCKHAVEN ROAD MANHATTAN, MT 59741
60. DOUGLAS & KATHRYN MORIARTY, PO BOX 169 MANHATTAN, MT 59741
61. DAVID & DEBORAI NICE, 4571 WARE CREEK ROAD WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23188
62. NELSON BECKER & ALEX HAMILTON, 1137 PACHE ROAD BELGRADE, MT 59714
63. KEN MOLL, 4652 TORIDA WAY YORBA LINDA, CA 92886 ‘
64. MARK & MARY NANIA, 640 AMERICAS CUP COVE ALPHARETTA, GA 30005
65. KIM & MICHELE PANSEGRALU, 3943 WEATHERWOOD TRAIL VERONA, W] 53593
66. LISA & DAMON HARRELL, 2053 SERENDIPITY WAY SCHWENKSVILLE, PA 19473
67. PAUL & ALEXANDRA MULLER, 19325 WATERFORD PLACE SHAREWOOD, MN 55331
68. DENNY BROWN & ANN OGLESBY, 4259 LAREDO PLACE BILLINGS, MT 59106
69. DAVID & JANEMARIE POLMANTEER, PO BOX 1251 SANTA CRUZ, CA 95061
70. MITCH & JANICE HOBISH, PO BOX 632 MANHATTAN, MT 59741
71. CATHY O'CONNOR, 626 PROSPECT TRAIL BOZEMAN, MT 59718
72. JOE & BONNIE RAYMOND, 1203 NORTH SPRUCE BOZEMAN, MT 59715
73. RAY & MARA RIGEL, 21926 MAPLETON COURT ASHBURN, VA 20148
74. ZAN & DOUG HOXSEY, 1062 BOYLAN ROAD BOZEMAN, MT 59715
75. MATHEW PEASE, 21 MADISON AVE DEMAREST, NJ 7627
76. BOBBIE G. & E. DONALD ROBERTS, 234 HIGHLAND TRACK DRIVE BATON ROUGE, LA 70810
77. BARRY & JUDY ROSE, 215 WEST COWAN HOUSTON, TX 77007 '
78. KATHLEEN & RICK JOHNSON, 3708 OLSNEY DRIVE ST. CHARLES, MO 63303
79. BOB RAMSEY, 2890 E LIVE OAK CIR. HOLLADAY, UT 84117
80. NELS & TERI SANDDAL, 113 LAY PASS MANHATTAN, MT 59741
81. DAVID & JUDITH SCHLAHT, 1117 4TH AVE SOUTH FARGO, ND 58103
82. RONALD & NORLENE KOCH, 8782 GRAY FOX DR EVERGREEN, CO 80439
83. JOE ROBB, PO BOX 6195 AVON, CO 81620
24. LARRY & CINDY MacKENZIE, 22965 FOREST RIDGE DRIVE LAKEVILLE, MN 55044
85. GARY CATES & SUSAN SHAPIRO, 777 IST STREET #516 GILROY, CA 95020
86. HAROLD & LINDA LEE, 1333 DEBBS LANE CHESEPEAKE, VA 23320
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87. CARLOS & ELENA ROUBICEK, PO BOX 1268 MARCO ISLAND, FL 34146

- 88. CHARLES & KATHLEEN McBRIDE, 1421 OAKDALE ROAD, STE #2 MODESTO, CA 95355
i 1 89. JOHN & MARCIA SPIESS, PO BOX 485 MANHATTAN, MT 59741
g’ 90. MICHAEL LIBSTER, 3200 NTXON GULCH MANHATTAN, MT 59741

91. DR. TOM & BARBARA MACK, 169 MARVIN AVE LOS ALTOS, CA 94022
92. ROGER MEILINK, 19425-B SOLEDAD CANYON #351 CANYON COUNTRY, GA 91351
93. ART & SUZI THOMPSON, 3150 W GRAF ST #9 BOZEMAN, MT 39715
. 94, JEFFREY & GLORIA LOVE, 191 WARBRANCH ROAD CENTRAL, CT 29630
95. RONALD & GAIL MATHESON, 22424 POPLAR ST MURRIETA, GA 92562
96. JoOANN MULCANY, PO BOX 6526 SHERIDAN, WY 8280]
97. KENNETH & MARY ELLEN VIDAR, 1| MEKEN RANCH ROAD MANHATTAN MT 59741
98, JOE & CINDY WALKOWSKI, 210 SIXTH AVENUE SALT LAKE CITY, UT 84103
99. CHARLES & MARIE STUTZ, AN DEN BUCHEN 3 DUSSELDORF, GERMANY
100. GRAHAM & ELIZABETH ZUG, 127 ROSE LANE HAVERFORD, PA 1904
101. TSW , PO BOX 6526 SHERIDAN, WY 82801
102. STEVEN & KAREN SCHREITER, 2918 E PRINCETON AVE EAU CLAIRE, W1 54703
103. LARRY & GLENDA WALKER, 8500 DORAL CT EAST FLOWER MUOND, TX 75022
104. LeVAY LEMON & AL SILVEY, 225 HORSE TEIEF TRAIL MANHATTAN, MT 59741
105. RICHARD YOUNG, %0 NORTH MARKET CHARLSTON, SC 29401 -
106. JIM & KIM STEINER, 26945 BERKSHIRE LANE SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO, CA 92675
107. JAMES F. NORMANDIN MEMORIAL MEDICAL CENTER FOUNDATION,
PO BOX 1428 LONG BEACH, CA 90801 ‘
108. GREG VIDMAR, 2210 WATTS LANE BOZEMAN, MT 5571 8
109. DENNIS WQODS, 3147 PROGRESS CIRCLE MIRA LOMA, CA 91752
110. STEVE HODGSON/WILLIAM DEWINGD & H BU]LDING 1322 BELL AVE STE #1-F TUSTIN, CA 92780
111. RICK & LYNN SCULLY, PO BOX 3764 RANCHO SANTE FE, CA 92067
112. TRACEY SPEAR, PO BOX 861 MANHATTAN, MT 59741 .
113. MANHATTAN POSTAL SERVICE, POSTMASTER, 120 E RAILROAD AVE N MANHATTAN, MT 59741
114. PUBLIC LANDS ACCESS ASSOC, ATTN BILL FATIRHURST, 105 3RD AVE EAST THREEFORKS, MT 59752
115. MONTE COOPER, 1406 BEAR CANYON ROAD BOZEMAN, MT 59715
116. JOE GUTKOSKI, 304 N 18TH BOZEMAN, MT 59715
117. GLEN HAWKIN, 745 DOANE ROAD BOZEMAN, MT 59718
118. GALLATIN WILDLIFE ASSOCIATION, PO BOX 5276 BOZEMAN, MT 59717
119. DEBRA ANDERSON, 2020 CHARLOTTE STREET BOZEMAN, MT 59718
120. CINDY YOUNKIN C/0 MOORE LAW FIRM, PO BOX 1288 BOZEMAN, MT 59771
121. BRUCE RICH C/O FISH, WILDLIFE & PARKS, 1400 SOUTH 19 AVE BOZEMAN, MT 59715

Vs
SHELLEY VAN(? %

Clerk and Recorder
Gallatin County, Montana

l/m\
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IN RE PETITION TO ABANDON RIGHT-OF-WAY: - Affidavit In Support by
FOR NIXON GULCH ROAD WITHIN GALLATIN:  Jeffrey L. Gates
RIVER RANCH :

I, Jeffrey L. Gates, being duly sworn, depose and say:

1. T am over 18 years of age, believe in the obligations of an oath to tell the truth, and make the
staternents I make in this affidavit based on my own knowledge and direct observation.

2. Tam now the Manager and Chief of Security and Traffic Safety for the Gallatin River Ranch
Home Owners Association and have held that position since 1993. In that capacity I am responsible
for the security and safety of homeowners and ranch property with regard to traffic and trespassers.
I routinely deal with trespassers, monitor traffic control and roadway safety issues, minor thefts and
poaching incidents.

3. Prior to my employment in this capacity at Gallatin River Ranch (hereafter “GRR”) I had 15 years
of experience inrelated employment, including service as a County Undersheriff (Kansas), Chief of
Police {Oklahoma), Assistant Chief (Kansas), High Tech Security (Wells Fargo, San Onofre Nuclear
Power Plant, and Residential Community Security (daughter of President Nixon resided in the
community). ;

4. In the course of my duties I have regularly monitored the traffic entering Gallatin River
Ranch(hereafter “GRR”) at the front enfrance on Nixon Gulch Road immediately north of the
Gallatin River, with particular attention to the identity of the persons entering, as well as their speed,
load and other factors pertaining to safety on the roads within GRR. I also maintain and monitor
within GRR electronic surveillance equipment which captures images of vehicles on the Ranch. For
security reasons I do not wish to detail the nature of that equipment or locations in a public document
such as this affidavit.

5. My duties also involve surveillance and radio coordination of surveillance by others on the GRR
staff for safety and security throughout the Ranch on a daily basis, which often involves surveillance
from high points providing sweeping views of the northern, undeveloped portion of the Nixon Gulch
ROA within GRR. I also regularly visit the northem exit point of the Nixon Gulch ROA .

6. Based on my years of this activity on the Ranch, I can unequivocally state that no property owner
to the north of GRR uses the Nixon Gulch ROW within GRR as a means of accessing his or her
property north of the Ranch. The ROW through the Ranch does not serve farmers, ranchers or any
agricultural interest to the north of the Ranch.
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7. The Nixon Gulch ROW within GRR is used as a means of access to the Ranch’s private lands
and roads by poachers and mischief makers and both categories of trespassers enter the Ranch from
the undeveloped north end of the Nixon Gulch ROW and from Nixon Gulch at the Ranch’s front
entrance. Having gained entrance poachers have been known to shot a deer from the ROW, field
dress it near the ROW and flee the Ranch. This happened as recently as November 11 , 2003 just
to the north of Nixon Gulch’s intersection with the Ranch’s Reservoir Cutoff Road. Poachers also
drive off road, hide their vehicles and hunt. In 2002 we know of at least 4 instances of poaching.
Previously we also experienced incidents of mass kills, one of 15 deer and antelope, with only horns
harvested, and one of 9 antelope.

8. We do not permit the discharging of fire arms on the Ranch. Because of the topography of the
Ranch, the traffic on the Ranch’s roads, and the continuing development of residences throughout
the Ranch, discharging firearms on the Ranch in all but the most tightly controlled circumstances
is an act of extreme recklessness.

9. Mischief makers use the Ranch’s private road system to go to secluded areas of the Ranch for a
variety of activities, leaving evidence of their presence in the form of empty beverage containers and
similar litter. In January 2002 someone entered the Ranch from the north end of the ROW,
transporting a broken down, partially dismantled Nissan truck ontoe Ranch and abandoned it about
a third of a mile into the Ranch. Later in the year the abandoned truck became a site for drinking and
a target for firearms practice. This past month the truck was removed by the County Road
Department at our request.

10. Mischief makers have also driven off road, at times making efforts to climb steep hillsides with
their vehicles, leaving scars on the land that will not soon disappear, given the high-desert climate
and vegetation of the Ranch.

11. Other incidents of malicious mischief and vandalism include shots fired into a construction
trailer and shooting out the windows of the Ranch backhoe and excavator and beer bottles thrown
and smashed on rented road equipment. '

12. As recently as November 22, 2003 both our surveillance equipment and residents detected a
vehicle entering the Ranch at 4:31 AM, then proceeding to drive into the Equestrian Center, drive
around in an erratic manner and depart the Ranch at 4:48. The Equestrian Center has been the site
of a number of thefts of supplies and equestrian equipment. Thefts from construction sites ranging
from lumber to a generator have occurred.

13. On November 24, 2003, the Ranch’s rear gate on Horseshoe Gulch Road was removed ﬁoni its
hinges and damaged.

14. On November 28, 2003, at approximately 6:00 AM a poacher entered the Ranch at the main
entrance on the Nixon Gulch ROW and was seen, on foot, wearing an orange hunting vest within
100 yards of an occupied residence on the Ranch some distance off of the ROW. Responding, [ saw



him flee the Ranch through the main gate. I followed him as he fled through Manhattan on Nixon
Gulch Road, then turned right on Main Street toward Logan. A Montana Highway Patrolman
apprehended him in Logan still wearing his vest, with rifle shells in its pocket, and his rifle in the
car.

14. In the past 5 years I have never seen any law enforcement personnel patrol the Nixon Gulch
right of way There is no deterrent presence by any governmental police officer, County or State.

15. The portion of the Nixon Gulch ROW developed by the Ranch is a twisting, turning roadway,

“with very limited sight lines and many blind curves. As such, it demands close monitoring, low

speed limits, traffic control signs and other passive control measures to provide users with a
modicum of safety. In order to implement such safety measures, the Gallatin River Ranch
Homeowners’ Association needs to assume control over the ROW, and by its sponsorship of this
petition, the Association has demonstrated its willingness to undertake this responsibility for its
members and those others who legitimately access the Ranch.

16. The Nixon Gulch ROW within the Ranch north of Reservoir Cutoff Road is undeveloped , very
rough and inherently dangerous. It is impassable when wet and the narrow road track is subject to
erosion and has stretches which are in danger of sudden collapse.

17. The abandonment of the County ROW for Nixon Gulch Road within the Ranch will facilitate
our efforts to provide safe road conditions for the Ranch’s residents, their guests and the
construction, maintenance and service personnel who frequent ourroads. It will also allow us to take
steps that will enhance our ability to deter theft, poaching, vandalism and other forms of malicious
mischief. All these forms of lawlessness pose a physical danger to County residents who live and
work on the Ranch, as well as the many people who legitimately enter the Ranch. Our property
owners as well as the construction and service contractors serving property owners on the Ranch
are also subject to threats of property losses which can be better contained if the Nixon Gulch ROW
within the Ranch is abandoned by the County.

Jeffre§ 1/ Gatgs

Sworn to and subscribed before
me, this Z2v0 Day of December,

2003.
e

Notary Public Seorr R. TRACY
My Commission Expires 3 -95-3006
RES 1 Drog- e Rl eRrADE WAT™
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RECEIVED APR 1 6 2004

YY)

(Gallatin Raver Ranch Homeowners Associztion
3200 Nixon Gulch Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

April 16, 2004

Board of County Commissioners
Gallatin County Courthouse
Bozeman, MT 59715

Re: Abandonment of a portion of Nixon Guleh Road, Road Petiion Ne. 817
Dear Board:

As the proponents of the above-idertified road abandonment petition, we request that you
act on it in a shightly modified and reduced form.

Fish, Wildlife & Parks, acting through Mr. Bruce Rich of the Bozeman office, has
regquested that we reduce the extent of our request at its soutberly end. The petition pow
soeks abandooment of the right-of-way from the north end of Nixon Bridge. We exclude
from the abandonment request that segment of the right-of-way from the northerly edge
of Nixon Bridge to the point where the scutherly border of Gallatin River Ranch meets
the eastern boundary of the right-of-way.

The request for abandonment, as amended, reads as follows:

That portion of Nixon Gulch Road commencing at a point where the southerly border of
Gallatin River Ranch intersects the easterly boundary of the right-of-way nortk of the
Nixon Bridge to the northem border of Gallatin River Ranch where the right-of-way
intersects the southerly lot line, southwest comer of lot 6 on Cos No. 1686A, that point
being the northemn border of the Gallatin River Ranch, as more particularly described in
Road Petitions Nos. 266 and 493 on file,

E:' V 2 |‘ £.-—<—-_., L"“—...____‘_
" Gary A. &aclviillan

Director
Gallation River Ranch Homeowners
Association

3]
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April 16, 2004

To: Shelley Vance
Clerk and Recorder
Callatin County, MT VIA FAX 582-3068

From: (ary MacMillan
Gallatin River Ranch Homeowners Association

Re: Road Peittion No. 817
Diear Ms, Vanee:

Bruce Rich of Fish, Wildlife& Parks asked for some additional clarification of language
w the letter I ransmitted to vou earlier this aftemoon. The changes are reflecied in the
attached letier, which is in subsiifution for that ransmitted earlier. Mi. Rich has advised
me that with the modification reflected in the enclosed letter, his agency has no
opposition to the petition. Mr. Rich has been faxed a copy of the letter.

Again, 1t it is satisfactory to handle it in this fashion, I will bring the original of the
enciosed letter to the hearing on Tuesday.

Myfph,mjie nuniber is 284-9952 and fax 284-4079.

.1



Apr 15 04 01:13p Beverly MagMillan

406-284-4079

April 16, 2004

To: Shelley Vance
Clerk and Recorder
Gallatin Couniy, MT VIA FAX 582-3068

From: Gary MacMillan
Gallatin River Ranch Horneowners Association

Re: Roead Petition No. §17
Dear Ms. Vance:

Enclosed please find our Association’s letter requesting a modification of the scope of the
proposcd abandonment in order to comply with a request from Fish, Wildlife & Parks we
received today. Bruce Rich or Nick Chesterfield of Fish, Wildlifed Parks should be in
attendence at the public hearing on Tuesday. April 20. Mr. Rich has advised me that with
the modification reflected in the enclosed letter, his agency has no epposition to the
petition, Mr. Rich has been faxed a copy of the lerter.

If it is satisfactory to handle it in this fashion, I will bring the originzal of the enclosed
tetier to the bearing on Tuesday.

My phene nunder is 284-9952 and fax 284-4079.

e



-

Repr 16 04 01:13p Beveriy MasMilian

406-284-4079

Gallatin River Ranch Hemeownsers Association
3200 Nixon Gulch Road
Manhattan, MT 59741

April 16, 2004

Boazd of County Commissioners
Gallatin County Courthouse
Bozeman, MT 59713

Re: Abandonment of a portion of Nixon Guich Road, Road Petition No. 817
Dear Board:

As the proponents of the above-identified road abandonment petition, we request thar you
act on it in a slightly modified and reduced form. '

Fish, Wildlife & Parks, acting through Mr. Bruce Rich of the Bozeman office, has
requested that we reduce the extent of our request at its southerly end. The petition now
seeks abandonment of the right-of-way from the north end of Nixon Bridge. We exclude
from the abandonment request that segment of the right-of-way from the northerly edge
of Nixon Bridge to the point where the southerly border of Gallatin River Ranch meets
the eastern boundary of the right-of-way.

‘The request for abandonment, as amended, reads as follows:
That portion of Nixon Gulch Road commencing at a point where the southerly border of

Gallatin River Ranch intersects the easterly boundary of the right-of-way north of the
Nixon Bridge (o the east of the point where the righi-of-way intersects the northern bank

" of the Gallatin River to the northern border of Gallatin River Ranch where the right-of-

way intersects the southerly lot line, southwest corner of lot 6 on Cos No. 16864, as
more particularly described in Road Petitions Nos, 266 and 493 on file.

- ;
V/’/ Gary Al MacMilian
Director
Gailatin River Ranch Homeowners
Agsociation
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